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Museum of Brisbane has a collection of publications that reflect the development of the city. Some were intended for the convenience of residents, others for tourists. One booklet was published specifically for American service personnel, a great many of whom were stationed in Brisbane during the Second World War.

The  Pocket  Brisbane  published annually  from 1910  to 1929,  was a product of  the Queensland Government Intelligence and Tourist Bureau. Established in 1907, this agency was absorbed into the Railways Department in 1929 and rebranded Queensland Government Tourist Bureau after the Second World War.

Marketed as a tourist guide, The Pocket Brisbane was also useful to residents, if only to enhance pride and confidence in the growing city. The 1918 edition sets the tone, referring to the ‘scenic glories’ of South Queensland and the ‘progress and prosperity’ of its capital. By 1929 the natural features of Brisbane seemed ‘drawn and chiselled by a Master Hand’ to contain a ‘great metropolis’; by then, Brisbane boasted ‘as fine an array of Governmental offices as can be found in the Commonwealth’.

From its opening in early 1930 to the present, City Hall has been emblematic of the capital of the ‘Sunshine State’. Increasing ownership of motor cars through the 1950s to the 1970s saw Brisbane promoted as a base for daytrips in the region. Images of people in shorts, in dazzling sunshine, joined views of bridges and civic buildings in the campaign to entice visitors to Brisbane.

Short read
These booklets, maps and pamphlets were written many years ago for locals and visitors to Brisbane.  From them we can learn about how the city has grown and changed, and what visitors liked to do here in the past.

