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Mikey Hilburger grew up in the Oxley region, speaking only Czech with his immigrant parents until he went to primary school. He studied photography at the Queensland College of Art and spent some years as a newspaper photographer in Brisbane and Townsville before moving into advertising, becoming a director of photography on national ad campaigns. In 2012 he established the successful food manufacturing company Picklehead.

In boyhood Mikey collected coins, rocks and shells, learning the Latin names for his finds. In the early 2000s he met his now-wife, Lizzie, an avid collector of beaded purses and other ‘gentle’ items, and he began collecting again, in various categories. At one time he had 40-50 Weber kettle barbecues in different models and colours, which had to be brought inside if hail threatened. As one of the Shank Brothers, he engaged in competitive wood-fired barbecuing, which requires constant management of flames and charcoal.

His quest for a better axe to chop barbecue fuel led Mikey to the renowned collector Steve Lehmann, who had more than 2,000 axes in his ‘shed’ in Ipswich before his untimely death in 2020. Mikey learned much, and acquired many axes, from Steve.

Mikey has about 120 axes now. His love for them drew him into the broader field of ‘garagenalia’, comprising the signs, petrol tins, rusted and restored tools, oil drums and tin toys that now crowd his ‘Urban Lumberjack’ stalls at Empire Revival, Paddington and The Emporium, Kalbar.

Short read
Mikey Hilburger collects and sells many interesting objects from the past. These include old tools, oil drums, petrol tins, metal toys, signs and barbecues. Mikey and his wife Lizzie both have stalls at Empire Revival, Paddington and The Emporium, Kalbar.

