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The puzzling glassware in this cabinet belongs to the School of Chemistry and Molecular Biosciences at The University of Queensland (UQ), St Lucia.

For many years it was customary for scientific research departments of Australian universities to employ people who made equipment for experiments on demand: fitters and turners, engineers, mechanics and glassblowers. Scientists would explain the investigations they wished to carry out – involving, for example, evaporation, distillation or crystallisation – and the highly skilled makers would build the requested apparatus to create the necessary pressures and vacuums, fluid/gas dynamics, volumes and flow rates. In collaboration, they could modify it as experiments progressed.

Now, very few of these specialist fabricators remain in universities and equipment is ordered from overseas. UQ is the only Australian tertiary institution that retains a full- time scientific glassblower: Jarred Wright.

Over his years of employment at UQ, Jarred has collected old, unused and obsolete flasks and tubes from around its buildings and mounted them on metal retort stands in his laboratory. There, they form translucent screens around his workstations.

The purpose of some of these objects is now only dimly understood, and the way in which some of them were made will perhaps never be known; but their intricacy and ingeniousness inspire both Jarred and the scientists who work with him.

Short read
This collection belongs to The University of Queensland (UQ) in St Lucia. In the past, universities employed people to make the tools scientists use for experiments. UQ is the only Australian university that still has a full-time scientific glassblower on campus: Jarred Wright. These are old pieces of glassware, not used now. Jarred has collected these pieces from campus and arranged them in his laboratory.

