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The Museum of Brisbane cares for more than 13,000 diverse art works, historical objects, paper items and fashion garments, housed in two collections: the City of Brisbane Collection and the Museum of Brisbane Collection. The latter includes the Easton Pearson Archive.

Objects that would form the foundation of the City of Brisbane Collection were originally kept in Queensland Museum. In 1912, 222 paintings by Brisbane artist Richard Randall were donated. Throughout the two World Wars and for some time after, the Collection lay dormant.

From 1961 to 1975 the Mayor of Brisbane was Clem Jones. Early in this period the Lady Mayoress, Sylvia Jones, helped to establish the City Hall Historical and Arts Committee. The Committee purchased and encouraged donations of works of art and drove the establishment of Brisbane Civic Art Gallery and Museum in City Hall in 1977.

For some years the Committee steered the growth of the City of Brisbane Collection, including paintings, prints and drawings showing local scenes, ceramics made in the area, and diverse works by Brisbane sculptors. At various times, interesting objects such as office equipment, signage and gifts to successive Mayors came into the Collection.

With the formation of Museum of Brisbane in 2003, a new collection was created, named the Museum of Brisbane Collection. This Collection continues to grow through focused purchases and donations. Many works have been commissioned from contemporary Brisbane artists and makers — reflecting on, reimagining and rejoicing in life in Brisbane.

Short Read
All the objects in this display are from the collections of Museum of Brisbane. The collections have grown since 1912. They include artworks, historical objects, paper items and fashion garments.



Object labels
Daphne Mayo
Sydney, NSW 1895-1982
The Minx 1942 
Ceramic and paint
Museum of Brisbane Collection

In the 1930s, the extraordinary Brisbane artist Daphne Mayo created many of the city’s most significant monuments including the huge relief sculpture over the entrance to City Hall in King George Square and the Queensland Women’s War Memorial in Anzac Square. This little piece, made
in 1942, evokes the feverish days of the Second World War when Brisbane teemed with American service personnel seeking recreation by night.

Bellevue Hotel relic c1885 
Masonry, plaster and paint
Gift of Dr Catriona McLeod 2015 
Museum of Brisbane Collection

On 17 April 1979 the Queensland Parliament agreed to a cabinet submission by Premier Joh Bjelke-Petersen, proposing the demolition of the Bellevue Hotel in central Brisbane. Having stood since 1886 on the corner of Alice and George Streets, the stately premises had deteriorated.
On 20 April, a Friday night, UQ campus radio station 4ZZZ reported that something was afoot at the Bellevue. Students gathered around the hotel along with other protesters, all controlled by police. Deen Brothers, demolishers, cut a swathe through the crowd and by morning the Bellevue was reduced to rubble. Architecture student Catriona McLeod salvaged these fragments.

Mudfish bronze sculpture from Nigeria undated 
Bronze
Gift of Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1982
City of Brisbane Collection, Museum of Brisbane

Museum of Brisbane has collections of items relating to the XII Commonwealth Games held in Brisbane in 1982, and the World Expo held in Brisbane in 1988. This sculpture of mudfish, a gift from the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria at the time of the Commonwealth Games, reflects the distinguished tradition of bronze art in Nigeria, which dates back to at least the 1300s.

Elisa Jane Carmichael
Ngugi people 
Brisbane b. 1987
Rain from the heart 2018-2019
Discarded sea rope, discarded metal wire, mullet scales, red emperor scales and ungaire
Museum of Brisbane Collection

Elisa Jane Carmichael is an artist of the Ngugi people from Quandamooka Country, Minjerribah (North Stradbroke Island) and Mulgumpin (Moreton Island). These bands, part of a series of 32 titled Rain from the heart, honour and celebrate the ancestral memories and knowledge intrinsic to Quandamooka Country. Comprising ungaire (freshwater swamp reed), mullet and red emperor fish scales, wire and marine rope, they express long connections to ocean and seashore.

Vereinigte Deuta OTA 
Parking Meter date unknown 
Solid steel

Venner
Parking Meter date unknown 
Alloy steel
Gift of Brisbane City Council 2023 
Museum of Brisbane Collection

Coin-operated parking meters were introduced in Brisbane on 5 August 1957; that day, 50 infringement notices were issued. The meter on the left is a product of the German firm VDO, which had a factory in Melbourne from 1957. It was used at Brisbane Airport in the 1960s. When Brisbane City Council was considering various models of meter for purchase in the late 1960s, the English company Venner supplied the Park-O- Meter (right) for inspection. It never saw service, the Council opting to proceed with Duncan machines from the USA.



Jenyns Patent Corset Pty Co
Advertising print blocks c1920s-1930s 
Wood block with zinc metal face
Gift of John Hewson 2023 
Museum of Brisbane Collection

The longstanding and prosperous Jenyns Patent Corset Pty company was founded by Sarah Ann Jenyns and her then-husband in Brisbane before the First World War. Corsets were tailored to various needs, ranging from simple ‘smoothing’ to therapeutic support for medical problems, such as hernias. Jenyns’s flagship outlet still stands at 327 George Street, Brisbane. In the early 1990s, John Hewson attended a closing sale at their Fortitude Valley factory and noticed a pile of blocks, used to print advertisements in newspapers and magazines, destined for landfill. John was welcome to take them and has since donated them to Museum of Brisbane.

Indooroopilly Shire Council seal stamper
c1916
Iron
City of Brisbane Collection, Museum of Brisbane

Until the late 1980s in Australia, essential documents such as title deeds were required to be ‘sealed’ to be recognised as legal and legitimate. All kinds of businesses and public institutions had their own seals. A seal stamper creates letters and marks that are permanently raised from the surface of a sheet of paper, rather than inked-on. This one is from the offices of the Shire of Enoggera, a local shire created in 1903 and amalgamated into the City of Brisbane in 1925.

Jennifer Stuerzl
Muswellbrook, NSW b. 1956
Inundation #1 - #3 2011
From the series Brisbane River, Maiwar - Inundation suite
Oil on copper
City of Brisbane Collection, Museum of Brisbane

In the City of Brisbane Collection are many works of art evoking aspects of the city: paintings, drawings, prints and photographs dating from the mid-1800s to the present. The river is a presence in many of these works. Jennifer Stuerzl painted Brisbane River, Maiwar – Inundation suite in response to the devastating 2011 floods. Eight tiny paintings from the series were acquired
for the City of Brisbane Collection in 2012. They depict the river swollen by rain in the summer of 2010-11, when most of the state of Queensland was declared a disaster area.

Electric guitar belonging to bass player from The Saints, Kym Bradshaw c1970 
Metal
Gift of Kym Bradshaw 2017 
Museum of Brisbane Collection

The Saints was a band formed in Brisbane in the mid-1970s, settling to comprise Chris Bailey on vocals, Ed Kuepper on guitar, Ivor Hay on drums and Kym Bradshaw on bass. In their prime, they performed in the house that Bailey, Hay and Bradshaw shared at 4 Petrie Terrace, which they dubbed Club 76. A few blocks from the house, in 1976 they recorded the video for their first single, ‘(I’m) Stranded’, still renowned worldwide as a key early punk music track. The Saints moved
to London in May 1977. Kym Bradshaw used this guitar for ‘about 4 shows’ at Club 76. ‘It’s a beat- up old cheapie but it’s genuine,’ he says.

