[bookmark: _Toc194311488]Decorative eggs: Anonymous collector
Collection home: Brisbane
The owner of this collection, a medical specialist, purchased his first two decorative eggs – made of alabaster – from a department store while he and his wife were young doctors living in the UK. He thought no more of buying eggs until they moved to Australia and spotted some Wedgwood eggs decorated with Australian flowers. From that moment, his collection was underway.

There are two well-known categories of decorative eggs. The first, Easter eggs – also called pysanky, perthikes or Ostereier and made of wood, clay, papier-mâché or real eggshells – are especially associated with household celebrations in Central, Eastern and Southern Europe. The second, Fabergé eggs – opulent novelty items made of precious metals, enamel and gemstones – were made by the company of Peter Carl Fabergé between 1885 and 1916 for the Russian Imperial family. Often featuring jewelled metal bands and elaborate stands, they were usually hinged, so they could be opened to reveal a costly trinket within.
The thousands of eggs in this collection range from Fabergé-inspired examples to more rustic kinds. Some are by independent craftspeople from many different countries, while others are from manufacturers of high-end household ceramics and crystal: Royal Copenhagen, Iittala, Moorcroft, Coalport, Royal Crown Derby, Lalique, Orrefors and Poole. Such firms often issue series of objects, tempting collectors to build up full sets.

The collector finds his eggs delightful to look at and to hold in the hand. He is currently compiling a catalogue of his collection, including stories of how some of his fine specimens were acquired.

Short read
This collection belongs to a medical specialist who collects decorative eggs. The first two eggs he bought were made of alabaster. Now he has thousands of decorative eggs from all over the world. They are made of wood, clay, papier- mâché, ceramics, crystal and other materials.

