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Barry Walker is a leading collector, dealer and restorer of glass and stoneware bottles. Formerly an accountant and a professional tennis coach, he is an office bearer in the Queensland Historical Bottle Club.

Barry began collecting cobalt blue bottles in the bush during his childhood in Rockhampton. Over decades, he has become interested in all aspects of bottles that have come his way: not only the makers’ marks, labels, seals, bubbles and seamlines in the bottle itself, but the manufacturing history of its original contents. For Barry, an Australian bottle often represents the establishment, heyday and decline of businesses in cities and small towns.

No glass bottles were made in Australia until the early 1860s, when a factory opened in Camperdown, Sydney. In Melbourne a bottle works opened at Spotswood in 1872. The Brisbane Bottle Works at Bayswater, Milton opened in late 1884.

Barry has a shed in his back garden, in which he operates his own cleaning machine. Once his bottles meet his very high standards, he sells them at markets. Often, he is approached by people who seek a particular bottle – sometimes because the imprint on the bottle bears a family name. Sometimes it takes him years to fulfil a request for a bottle, but he is very excited when he can do so.

Barry has often lent objects from his collection for film and television productions, including Boy Swallows Universe and Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby. It annoys him, when he is watching a historical drama, to spot a bottle that does not belong to the period. In turn, his close attention to the accuracy of the props in the production irritates his wife.

Short read
Barry Walker collects, restores and sells bottles. He enjoys learning about their history and physical condition. He has lent objects from his collection for films and TV shows including Boy Swallows Universe and Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby.

Object labels
Purple bottles contain the ingredient manganese oxide. Glass containing manganese oxide starts out colourless; it only turns purple when exposed to UV light from the sun. Historically, Germany was the source of most manganese oxide, but from the beginning of the First World War, supply of the compound was cut off. Therefore, it is a safe guess that purple (or ‘sun glass’) bottles pre- date 1914.

Palms Chutney was a Brisbane condiment, first sold in the late 1800s. It was a product of the Bengal Chutney Company, founded by brothers Arthur and James McDonald, who lived in a home named The Palms at Wellington Point. From 1927 to the 1970s, Palms Chutney was packed at Wellington Road, East Brisbane. Tristram’s Ltd was an aerated water and cordial business formed in Brisbane in 1875. Between 1930 and 1979 Tristram’s occupied an architecturally designed factory, which still stands in Boundary Street, West End. Tristram’s stoneware bottles were made in Glasgow, Scotland and in Bendigo, Victoria.

From late 1951 to 1973, under Commonwealth government direction, children in Australian primary schools were provided with a small bottle of milk each day. In Queensland, there were concerns about the logistics of the free milk scheme, because of the hot climate and great distances between towns, but milk was offered to Brisbane children from March 1953. The milk usually sat unrefrigerated upon delivery to schools in the morning. The lids were very hard to remove, and tepid milk often spurted over the uniform of the child trying to open the bottle.

John Hicks Ltd, established in the late 1800s, was a large store on the corner of George and Ann Streets that sold furniture, home furnishings and household items well into the 1960s. Barry’s research indicates that this preserving jar – which he would class as not quite ‘rare’, but ‘desirable’
– was made by Midson Glass Works, located in Nundah from 1909 to 1913 and Hubert Street, Woolloongabba from 1913 to 1920.
