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Queensland Maritime Museum (QMM) lies on the riverside at the corner of Stanley and Sidon Streets, South Brisbane. It houses a huge collection of ships’ parts, lamps, chests, life preservers, crockery, maps and flags, and the largest collection of lighthouse artifacts in Australia. The collection also comprises real seagoing vessels, including a Second World War frigate, HMAS Diamantina, and a pearl lugger, Penguin.

Volunteers, many of whom have experience of life at sea, have powered the growth and operation of QMM since its beginnings in the early 1970s. Their dedication and determination – especially after the 1974 flood – resulted in a boost after Expo 88, when the building that had been the Pavilion of Promise was gifted for museum purposes.





Currently, there are more than 150 active volunteers ranging in age from 18 to 91. Apart from those who work on physical restoration of objects, there is a group dedicated to auditing, recording and digitising the collection. Many items of which have been donated without provenance or documentation.

There are several hundred model ships in QMM’s collection. Historically, such objects were made to test ship designs and materials; most major shipbuilding companies employed professional model makers. Spectacular models played a significant role in advertising sea trading and travel. They were often displayed in the windows of shipping agents’ offices. Hobbyists have also enjoyed making models, learning many different crafts in their quest to get the details right.

Short read
The Queensland Maritime Museum (QMM) lies on the riverside in South Brisbane. The Museum has a large collection of real seagoing vessels, model ships, lamps, chests, life rings, uniforms, suitcases and flags. There are currently 150 active volunteers at QMM, many of whom have worked at sea.

Object labels
The real Penguin, built in 1907, was built on Waiben (Thursday Island) in the Torres Strait. One of many pearl luggers that operated in the area from the 1870s onward, it was acquired by QMM in 1985. Over the past four years, dedicated volunteers have worked to restore it.

The real Denman, built in Newcastle, New South Wales in the late 1940s, sailed frequently between Queensland and Tasmania, carrying fruit, sugar, wheat, timber and meat (in refrigerated holds).

Ray Rowe, a volunteer currently working on the QMM object database, started his long maritime career as a deck boy on the real Denman.

The real Forceful, a Scottish-built ocean-going steam tug, arrived in Brisbane in the mid-1920s. Outside its important war service, it operated mostly on the river, towing and rescuing vessels vastly larger than itself. At retirement in 1970 it was the last steam tug operating in Australia. The model, by Peter Mahoney, shows the Forceful as it was in the 1920s.

The real Matthew Flinders was a motorised pilot ship, operating in Moreton Bay. Built in Cowes, Isle of Wight by Messrs J Samuel White and Co in the early 1950s, it replaced a steamer also called Matthew Flinders, which had been the pilot vessel for the Port of Brisbane from 1914.

The real Magdalene Vinnen, launched from the Krupp Germania shipyard in Kiel, Germany in early 1921, was an enormous, fast, tall-masted barque that moved cargo all over the world. In March 1933, when the vessel was loading wool in Sydney Harbour, the flag of the German Republic was lowered from its masthead and replaced with the reinstated Imperial ensign, by order of the new Chancellor, Adolf Hitler. This model was made by renowned Brisbane maker John MacDonald, who often used blue velvet to represent the sea.

The real Koopa was an Australian steamship built by Ramage & Ferguson Ltd of Leith, Scotland, in 1911. Based in Brisbane from late that year, it was a passenger ferry in Moreton Bay until requisitioned for service in the Second World War. Having returned to the Bribie Island-Brisbane-Redcliffe- Bribie Island run, it was acquired by the Moreton Bay Development Company, which went into liquidation in 1953. The Koopa was retired in 1960.

Traditionally, bells have sounded on vessels to mark the time, to warn of a ship’s presence in rain and fog and to raise alarms. Usually, a bell is engraved with the name of the ship that carries it. (A heavy ship’s bell has often served to identify an otherwise-mysterious wreck on the ocean floor.) The Atinuke Abiola, built in Germany in 1986, was a Nigerian-owned container ship. The Culcairn started life as the Anshun, built in Greenock, Scotland in 1930. Refitted and renamed after the Second World War, it carried goods along Australia’s east coast until 1962.

Life rings, made of cork and canvas and surprisingly heavy, were carried on vessels of all kinds, ranging from the P&O passenger line Arcadia to the barge Essex of the Sand and Gravel Company, West End, Brisbane. The Cherry Venture ring is from a Singaporean vessel that beached at Teewah near Noosa, Queensland in mid-1973 and remained there, rusting, until 2007.

Lights on ships convey information to others on the water. Red lights are positioned on the left (port) side, green on the right (starboard) side. One white light shines atop the mast at the front of the vessel, and another is positioned at the rear of the vessel (stern).

