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Terry Murphy, a Brisbane artist, is best known for distinctive music posters spanning the progressive rock of the mid-1970s to the teenage abandon of punk and post-punk and the new wave of the 1980s.

While an architecture student at The University of Queensland, Terry began contributing illustrations to the university’s paper, Semper; and to Radio Times, the subscriber newsletter of the pioneering on-campus FM radio station, 4ZZZ, which commenced broadcasting in late 1975. His collaboration with Radio Times continued into the 1980s.

Soon after its inception, 4ZZZ began hosting its own events on campus. Terry began drawing, designing and printing posters for their fundraisers. In 1978, 4ZZZ staffer David Darling began staging events at inner city pubs and clubs including the Queens Hotel on the corner of Creek and Charlotte Streets, the Exchange on the corner of Charlotte and Edward Streets, and later, the Silver Dollar at 249 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley. In an agreement of complete creative freedom, Darling used Terry’s work almost exclusively for the next five years across venues through South- East Queensland.

The posters and handbills on display represent the vigour of the independent music scene in Brisbane of their time and reflect its crossovers with art and performance.

Terry’s illustrative work continued through the 1980s, and onward to the present. He retains his passion for creating music-related works, including a cluster of gig posters for Phase 4 Presents, reprising the strip poster style he used for the 279 Club in 1981.

