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Judy Noble may not identify as a collector. However, over time, without really intending to, she has built up a considerable group of figurines and objects in the form of, or featuring, owls.

Judy regards her ‘first owl’ as the Spanish wax candle given to her by a friend in the late 1960s. Yet her father had a wooden container in the shape of an owl in which he kept a cigar or two and her grandmother had a tiny wooden wall-mounted flying owl. She kept both, and as her owl collection grew they emerged to join her ‘parliament’ (the collective name for owls). All three objects are displayed here.

Few people catch sight of owls in the wild, but children see them in picture books very early in life. Owls are associated with wisdom in some countries and regarded as good or bad omens. The long and wide popularity of images and sculptures of owls may be explained by their large eyes, their feathery ‘eyebrows’ and their chunky rectangular form.

Judy has travelled widely and has purchased owls across Australia, Europe and Asia. Family and friends have come to look out for owl figurines as they travel and have given her owls from India, Africa, the Americas and Canada. Over the years, Judy’s grandchildren have made drawings and sculptures of owls for her.

These owls — and a friend of theirs — are displayed at low level for the special enjoyment of small children.

Short read
Judy Noble didn’t plan to become a collector. A friend gifted her an owl-shaped candle and after this, her owl collection grew. She has travelled widely and has purchased owls from Australia, Europe and Asia. Her friends and family find owls for her too.

