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Collection home: Brisbane
These objects represent the intertwined collections of three generations of one family.

Anis Queripel, born in Guernsey, Channel Islands, was a collector of shells and marine-themed objects from girlhood. Anis married a sea captain, Arthur Winterflood, and the couple emigrated to Australia in 1921, settling on the New South Wales Central Coast.

In the 1950s Anis purchased a block at 52 Grandview Street, Shelly Beach, on which she built a house, and behind it, a structure the size of a triple garage. Here, in 1962, she opened the Wonders of the Sea and Gemstone House. Mixing objects from Anis’s collection, antique and vintage items sourced by her daughter Marion and a range of shell-based wares retailing at a broad range of price points, Wonders of the Sea was soon promoted as a key family tourist attraction of the area.

The museum closed in 1989. After Anis died in 1994, her collection passed into the care of Marion, in Glen Innes. After Marion died in 2010, her three daughters transported the women’s combined collections to storage in Brisbane.

One of Marion’s daughters is a sheller, a member of the Brisbane Shell Club and a volunteer with OzFish. While most of the objects in this display are relics of Anis’s Wonders of the Sea and Gemstone House, the fan and several other items are from Marion’s collections, and the specimen shells and coral branches are from her daughter’s.

Short read
This collection has been cared for by three generations of women. In 1950, Anis Winterflood opened a museum and shop for shell-based objects. In 1994, the collection was given to her daughter Marion, who had her own collection. In 2010, Marion’s objects were passed down to her three daughters, who store them in Brisbane.


Object labels
Anis Winterflood probably purchased these little shoes and boxes wholesale from Aboriginal craftspeople at La Perouse, Sydney in the 1960s. From at least the 1880s, shell-covered objects were a source of income for First Nations people of La Perouse, notably ‘Queen’ Emma Timbery and her family. Popular shellworked items from the 1930s onward included boomerangs, maps of Australia and models of the Sydney Harbour Bridge. In 2007-2008, 400 tiny shelled shoes were commissioned from Emma Timbery’s great- granddaughter, Esme Timbery, for a large-scale artwork evoking Aboriginal dispossession. Called Shellworked slippers, it is now in the collection of the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney.

These objects pre-date the 1977 ban on tortoiseshell trade by the Convention on International Trade of Endangered Species. Globally, millions of hawksbill turtles were caught and processed for ‘tortoiseshell’, worked by expert craftsmen into boxes, dressing-table accoutrements and other luxury items. From the 1700s, Japanese artisans were particularly renowned for tortoiseshell products called ‘bekko’. Solomon Islands was one source of turtles for the bekko industry. Modern horn, celluloid, plastic and resin substitutes such as Tor-Tis and Tortoloid are almost indistinguishable from the real thing.

Anis Winterflood was a self-taught expert on shells and marine specimens. Prized shells in her Wonders of the Sea and Gemstone Museum were tagged with their scientific names and place of origin. Many of her customers would have been interested only in the beauty of the shells she sold, but her granddaughter knows their names and attributes.

Items in this case include an intricate construction from Papua New Guinea made from cowrie shells and fishing line; a set of tiger shark jaws; and a mid-20th century shell-encrusted cat made in the Philippines. There are objects made from gold-lipped pearl shells, nautilus and paua shell. The ‘cameo’ lamps are made from Cassis rufus shells, and the white lamp from a green turbo shell. The incised nautilus shells are vintage souvenirs from New Caledonia; the three glass fish are from Murano, Italy; and the 19th century mother-of-pearl and silk lace fan is French.

